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In Partnership with The Cathedral of St. John the Divine  
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TRISTAN PERICH: DRIFT MULTIPLY  
 

Modern Composer & Sound Artist Premieres New Commission  
For 50 Violins and 50 1-bit Speakers 

At The World’s Largest Gothic Cathedral 
 

With Experimental Composer and Vocalist Lesley Flanigan  
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NEW YORK, NY (April 17th, 2018)--Red Bull Music Festival New York returns in 
May for a sixth installment of diverse programing of original events, world premieres, 
and talks with icons and innovators. On May 9th, New York City-based modern 



composer and sound artist Tristan Perich will give the world premiere of Drift Multiply, 
a musical composition for 50 violins and 50 loudspeakers, performed within the 
incomparable setting of the historic Cathedral of Saint John the Divine. Experimental 
composer/vocalist Lesley Flanigan will also perform, presenting a new work for sub 
tones and voice. Tickets are on sale via nyc.redbullmusicfestival.com. 
 

 
 
Perich, who is known for his work combining the sounds of custom-built 1-bit electronics 
with acoustic classical instrumentation, will present Drift Multiply, his largest and most 
ambitious work yet. Scored as 100 individual lines of music that blend violins and 
speakers into a cascading tapestry of tone, harmony and noise, Drift Multiply is a vivid 
synthesis of person and machine. Perich’s interest in 1-bit sound, the lowest possible 
digital representation of audio, is part aesthetic and part conceptual. “I try to create work 
that draws people into a musical experience, but eventually transforms into thinking 
about nature of sound, the laws of physics, of mathematics, computation,” stated 
Perich.  
 
Almost ten years in the making, Drift Multiply is the culmination of his work exploring the 
relationship between acoustic and electronic sound, human and machine, tone and 
noise, and will be presented under the musical direction of Doug Perkins. 



 
 
Also on the program is Lesley Flanigan’s new work for sub tones and voice. Flanigan, 
who views sound-making as a sculptural process, will fill the cathedral with pure low-
frequency tones from electronic oscillators, which she meticulously fashions into a slow-
moving harmony combined with pitches from her own voice. Within the reverberant 
space of Saint John the Divine, the work Perich and Flanigan—who are married and 
together founded the record label Physical Editions—will dance around the exciting 
dividing line between the electronic and the physical. 
 
Celebrating the 125th anniversary of the laying of its cornerstone, The Cathedral of St. 
John the Divine is a key component of the presentation. In addition to its stunning 
beauty and impeccable acoustics, the space is known for its history of inclusivity in the 
city. The Cathedral has long been dedicated to uplifting the voices of New York’s 
diverse communities, and has frequently presented thought-provoking contemporary art 
and music in its sacred space. Over the years, the Cathedral has hosted avant-garde 
performances by artists like Diamanda Galas and John Zorn, in addition to celebrating 
the arts through the Great Music in a Great Space (GMGS) concert series each year. 
 
Experimental performances take on a new significance in the Cathedral. Works 
presented in this monumental space, with its uniquely New York blend of antique and 



modern, are in dialogue with the Cathedral itself, its transformative spirituality adding 
new dimensions to the music rising to its vaulted ceilings. 
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### 
 
About The Cathedral Church of Saint John the Divine 
The Cathedral Church of Saint John the Divine is the Cathedral of the Episcopal 
Diocese of New York. It is chartered as a house of prayer for all people and a unifying 
center of intellectual light and leadership. People from many faiths and communities 
worship together in services held more than 30 times a week; the soup kitchen serves 
roughly 25,000 meals annually; social service outreach has an increasingly varied roster 
of programs; the distinguished Cathedral School prepares young students to be future 
leaders; Adults and Children in Trust, the renowned preschool, after school, and 
summer program, offers diverse educational and nurturing experiences; the outstanding 
Textile Conservation Lab preserves world treasures; concerts, exhibitions, 
performances and civic gatherings allow conversation, celebration, reflection and 
remembrance—such is the joyfully busy life of this beloved and venerated Cathedral. 
 
About Red Bull Music 
Red Bull Music unites 20 years of initiatives in music. It is a program that celebrates 
music, its culture and the transformative minds behind it. With multiple festivals, music 
education workshops, collaborations with artists and thousands of initiatives, Red Bull 
Music supports artists and local music communities around the world. 
 

Join the Conversation 
redbullmusic.com 

facebook.com/RedBullMusic 



twitter.com/RedBull_Music 
instagram.com/redbullmusic 

#RedBullMusic 
 

Contact:  
Kate Jackson, KateJ@grandstandhq.com  

Shazila Mohammed, ShazM@grandstandhq.com  
Katie Nelson, KatieN@grandstandhq.com  

Carina Contreras, CarinaC@grandstandhq.com  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


