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THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. JOHN THE DIVINE 

WELCOMES DAVID BRIGGS 

FOR AN HOMMAGE À PIERRE COCHEREAU 

 

 
 

An homage to Pierre Cochereau by Artist in Residence David Briggs on February 27 

 

*** 

 

The Cathedral of St. John the Divine’s 2023-2024 season of Great Music in a Great Space 

continues with a recital by Artist in Residence David Briggs, who will present a retrospective of 

Pierre Cochereau, one of the greatest organ improvisers of the twentieth century and the 

celebrated Organist of Notre-Dame de Paris (1955-1984), on Tuesday, February 27 at 7:30 

pm, at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine, 1047 Amsterdam Avenue (at 112th Street).  

Free students tickets (1 per valid ID) are available the day of the performance. 

 

The program will include Briggs’ transcriptions of Cochereau’s ‘Variations on Alouette, gentille 

Alouette’ (April, 1970), his scintillating 6-movement ‘Suite de Dances Improvisées’ (29th May 

1974), and ‘Mission Universelle’, his remarkable final musical and spiritual testament, based on 

Bach’s Passion Chorale, improvised on the Notre-Dame Full Organ just 36 hours before his 

death. 
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Artist in Residence David Briggs on the program: 

“Pierre Cochereau was, and to a large extent remains, one of the most celebrated ‘rockstars’ of 

the organ world. Organist of Notre-Dame de Paris from 1955-84, as an improviser he was 

described by his teacher Marcel Dupré as ‘a phenomenon without equal in the history of the 

twentieth century organ.’ Perhaps the French organ equivalent of Leonard Bernstein, his concerts 

at Notre-Dame were very often completely sold-out, with over 3,000 people crammed into the 

nave. Everything he improvised at Notre-Dame from 1968 until his premature death in March 

1984 was recorded.  

 

Although we never met in person, I first became transfixed by the Cochereau sound world as a 

nine year old chorister and from 1986-97 (and again in the pandemic) spent thousands of hours 

reconstructing many of Cochereau’s most famous recorded Notre-Dame improvisations from LP 

and CD, note-by-note, a process which took an average of four hours for one minute of music. 

This ‘labor of love’ means that Cochereau’s incredible spontaneous creations can be heard 

leaping off the printed page again and again, in real life.” 

 

For more information and to purchase tickets, visit the Cathedral’s website. Student admission is 

free the day of with valid ID. For more details and information on all the Cathedral’s programs 

and services, visit stjohndivine.org. 
 

 

 

About The Artist 

David Briggs is a composer whose works are performed across all five continents. Also a 

renowned concert organist, David has improvised since the age of six. His first major 

composition was a mass setting for Truro Cathedral composed in 1990 and now performed 

regularly by choirs around the world. David has written some 60 works and recorded two DVDs 

and 37 CDs, many of which include his own compositions and transcriptions. David’s music is 

widely praised for its rich harmonic language, emotional depth, and accessibility. 

 

Described by the New York Times as “one of the world’s greatest contemporary organists,” 

David’s performances are celebrated for their musicality, virtuosity, and ability to excite and 

engage audiences of all ages. With an extensive repertoire spanning five centuries, David has 

also become one of the foremost organ transcribers of symphonic works.  He has transcribed 

orchestral compositions by Schubert, Tchaikovsky, Brahms, Elgar, Bruckner, Ravel, and Bach, 

as well as Mahler’s Second, Third, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, and Eighth symphonies. 

  

Named as “an intrepid improviser” by Michael Barone, host of American Public Media’s 

Pipedreams, David performs more than 50 concerts a year at international venues, teaches 

performance at Cambridge University, frequently serves on international organ competition 

juries, and gives master classes at colleges and conservatories across the U.S. and Europe. 

  

On March 4, 2023, David received the highest honour of the Royal College of Organists, the 

RCO Medal, in recognition of distinguished achievement in organ performance and composition. 
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About Great Music in a Great Space 

Revived in 2011, Great Music in a Great Space reprises the legendary concert series first held at 

the Cathedral in the 1980s. Great Music in a Great Space presents choral, orchestral, and 

instrumental music, in the magnificent, deeply spiritual setting of the world’s largest Gothic 

cathedral. The beloved holiday traditions of the Christmas Concert and New Year’s Eve Concert 

for Peace are an integral part of our concert series. Joined by Rose of the Compass and Musica 

Sacra, the Cathedral Choirs, Orchestra, and a remarkable artistic team of organists and soloists 

bring the beloved space of the Cathedral to life with this transcendent music. 

 

 

About The Cathedral 

Over one hundred years ago, the trustees of the Cathedral Church of Saint John the Divine 

conceived its mission to be a house of prayer for all people, an instrument of church unity, and a 

center of intellectual light and leading in the spirit of Jesus Christ. 

 

Today, as the mother church of the Episcopal Diocese of New York and the seat of its bishop, 

the Cathedral Church of Saint John the Divine serves the many diverse people of our diocese, 

city, nation and world through the worship of God; pastoral, educational and community 

outreach activities; cultural and civic events; international ecumenical initiatives; and the 

preservation of the great architectural and historic site that is its legacy. 
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