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THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. JOHN THE DIVINE  
OFFERS CAROLS FOR THE COMMUNITY 

IN CELEBRATION OF THE HOLIDAY SEASON 
 

 
 

Cathedral Choir to perform classic carols from the Cathedral steps 
*** 

 
Despite necessary changes brought about by the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, the holiday 
season will still go on this year, and busy elves are working overtime to make things jolly and 
bright. In the spirit of the season, the Cathedral of St. John the Divine, located at 112th 
Street at Amsterdam Ave., Manhattan, will offer a performance of classic carols, spirituals, 
and motets sung from the Cathedral’s front steps on Sunday, December 13 at 3 PM. 
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Led by Kent Tritle, Director, Cathedral Music, the professional choir will present the Sunday 
concert as a gift to the people of New York City. Amplified from the steps of the Cathedral, the 
choir (masked and distanced, but in festive spirit) will sing Tomas Luis de Victoria’s beloved 
motet, “O magnum mysterium,” Jan Peterszoon Sweelinck’s “Hodie Christus Natus Est,” and a 
Christmas spiritual medley arranged by Joseph Jennings. Other carols of the season will fill out 
this 45 minute celebration of the season. 
 
In a year when so much has been affected by COVID, holiday traditions and ways to (safely) 
join together in celebration and observance are still greatly needed. The Cathedral, in 
recognition of this fact, will join with the West 111th Street Block Association to make the 
season joyous: with the street and surrounding businesses illuminated with Christmas lights, 
courtesy of the Block Association, the Cathedral Choir’s performance will add glorious music 
to cap off the afternoon.  
 
For more information, visit stjohndivine.org.  
 
About The Cathedral 
The Cathedral of St. John the Divine is the Cathedral of the Episcopal Diocese of New York.  It 
is chartered as a house of prayer for all people and a unifying center of intellectual light and 
leadership. People from many faiths and communities worship together in services held more 
than 30 times a week; the soup kitchen serves roughly 25,000 meals annually; social service 
outreach has an increasingly varied roster of programs; the distinguished Cathedral School 
prepares young students to be future leaders; Advancing the Community of Tomorrow, the 
renowned preschool, afterschool and summer program, offers diverse educational and 
nurturing experiences; the outstanding Textile Conservation Lab preserves world treasures; 
concerts, exhibitions, performances and civic gatherings allow conversation, celebration, 
reflection and remembrance—such is the joyfully busy life of this beloved and venerated 
Cathedral. 
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